WHAT IS SIN?

A. The Definition of Sin 
 Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or nature. Sin is not only an act of wrongdoing but a state of alienation from God Evangelical Dictionary of Theology

Two words the original language 
The word sin in Hebrew is [chattath], and in Greek it is [hamartia]. Both these words mean 'to miss the mark.' With relationship to God's laws, they mean that one has failed to meet the standard set by God. God's mark or standard is His law. Thus, sin is the transgression of any of the laws of God. 

Sin is not a sliding scale, we either are, or are not sinful (James 2:10-11)
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11  For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. James 2:10-11 

The Ten Commandments: Have you ever, once broken one of these? 
1. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
2. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image
3. “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, 
4. “Remember the Sabbath day
5. “Honor your father and your mother
6. “You shall not murder. 
7. “You shall not commit adultery
8. “You shall not steal
9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor
10. “You shall not covet 							Exodus 20:1-17

The desire to sin is equal to sin in God’s eyes of (Matthew 5:22-anger, Mathew 5:28-lust)

The Origin of Sin:  God is not to be blamed for sin (Deuteronomy 32:4, Job 34:10)
“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he. Deuteronomy 32:4

“Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding: far be it from God that he should do wickedness, and from the Almighty that he should do wrong. Job 34:10
Sin existed in Satan and his demons before the disobedience of Adam and Eve
Sin entered the world through the decisions made by Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:1-6)
· The truth of God:   You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree in the midst of the garden
· Satan twists God’s word:  Did God actually say that?
· Adam and Eve had to choose between God’s word and Satan’s lie
· They chose poorly									
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’? And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Genesis 3:1-6
How does sin of Adam affect us?
Imputed Guilt: We are counted guilty because of Adam’s sin 
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19  For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.  Romans 5:18-19

Imputed Corruption: we have a sinful nature because of Adam’s sin 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Psalm 5:1-5

Among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. Ephesians 3:3
· Every part of our being is affected with sin—intellect, emotions, decisions, hearts, goals, motives, even physical bodies 
· In ourselves, we have a total inability to do spiritual good before God 

Actual Sins in Our Lives: All people are sinful before God 
They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one. Psalm 14:3
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1 John 1:8-10
Is there an “Age of Accountability”? Scripture seems to indicate otherwise 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Psalm 51:5 
The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from birth, speaking lies. Psalm 58:3 

Infants who die: Can they be saved?
Two views: 
1 All have sinned therefore they must accept Christ. Infants cannot do that, therefore, they would be lost
2. Refusing to accept Christ results in being lost.  Infants cannot refuse Christ, therefore they would not be lost.

There are suggestions in Scripture that God can make special dispensation
For he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.  Luke 1:15
David believe he would see again his deceased infant son 2 Samuel 12:22-23

What happens when a Christian sins? Our legal standing before God is unchanged  
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1 

Our fellowship with God is disrupted and our Christian life is damaged 
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” Hebrews 12:6
For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. Hebrews 12:10

Our Christian life and our fruitfulness in ministry are damaged 
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? Romans 6:16 

What is the unpardonable sin?
Malicious, willful rejection and slander against the Holy Spirit’s work attesting to Christ and attributing that work to Satan. 
If you are afraid that you have committed this sin, you haven’t.
Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32  And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. Matthew 12:31-32
The Punishment of Sin    
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23

Primary Reason - God’s righteousness demands it so that he might be glorified in the
 universe that he has created.  
But let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” Jeremiah 9:24 

More Good News:
Imputed righteousness
If Adam’s sin was imputed to us, so too was Jesus’ righteousness imputed to those who accept Him. Jesus' righteousness imputed to us means that, through faith, we are made legally righteous in God's eyes. 
 
This "double imputation" involves our sin being placed on Jesus, and His righteousness being placed on us, allowing God to declare us just and accept us.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21
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