What is Man?

So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."  Genesis 1:27-28

Key Points:
· Man was Created for God’s Glory
· Man was Created in God’s Image
· Man has Responsibilities as Creature in His image

A. Created for God’s Glory
Origin - Humanity was directly created by God, not evolved, as a special act of creation. Humans were made in the "image and likeness" of God, possessing intelligence, morality, and a spirit

Nature - Body and Soul/Spirit: Humans are composed of physical bodies and a spiritual component. This makes them both biological beings and spiritual, moral agents.

God did not need to create man, yet he created us for his own glory. written in 1646 and 1647 by the Westminster Assembly, a synod of English and Scottish theologians
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

Because we were created for God’s glory, our ultimate goal in life should be to live for his glory. Giving God glory will give our lives purpose and meaning. Giving God glory is part of the life Jesus spoke of when he said, 
“ I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” John 10:10

We are to glorify Him by loving Him as He instructs us. (Mark 12:30)
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ Mark 12:30

We are to glorify Him by telling others about Him. (2 Tim 4:2)
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 1 Timothy 4:2





We are to glorify Him by representing Him well. (1 Peter 3:15-16)
But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 1 Peter 3:15-16

B. Created in God’s Image 
a. The fact that man is in the image of God means that man is like God and represents God. (Gen 1:27)

b. We are like God in that we have:
· Intellect
· Personal will
· Morality
· A Spirit

The Fall: God’s Image is Distorted but Not Lost  
Because of sin, God’s image in us is partly distorted.  His image is not seen as clearly as it once was. Sin distorts our moral judgement, clouds our thinking, and hinders our fellowship with others.
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12

Through redemption in Christ,  we experience a progressive recovering of more of God’s image. 
And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Colossians 3:10
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18

At Christ’s return we will experience the complete restoration of God’s image.
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:49






C. Man has Responsibilities as creatures in God’s image  As moral agents, humans are responsible to God for their actions. 
As creatures made in God’s image, we were also made to be his representatives on earth. 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Genesis 1:26

As God’s representatives on the earth, we are also called to take care of his land. 
Psalm 8:6-8  You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7  all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8  the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

As God’s representatives on earth, we are to make a certain kind of disciple. (Matt 28:18-20)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

Therefore, we have great hope and respect for all people- regardless of their state. They, like us, are the culmination of God’s infinitely wise and skillful creation. 
 
